As part of a recent review of the Environmental and Occupational Health Sciences Institute (EOHSI) by our sponsoring universities, we borrowed a process from industry to benchmark ourselves in comparison with other academic environmental health sciences programs that focus primarily on human health. The results of this analysis provide a snapshot of the size and scope of the larger academic programs of this type in the United States.
We made the assumption that major environmental health programs would be located at one of two locations: schools of public health, which are required to teach environmental health for their accreditation, or We did not include these Internet-identified programs in our compilation because the data that we obtained did not indicate sufficient faculty size to warrant inclusion. However, we note that, overall, these smaller programs may be ofgreat significance.
Results
In Table 1 we show data on the 16 institutions with NIEHS centers other than the marine/freshwater centers. Five of these centers are associated with an accredited school or program of public health. The average number of environmental health faculty among this group was 37.5, with a range of 10-70. The average amount of external funding was $9.8 million (range $2. 1-$17.3 million). Table 2 contains the data for all 24 schools of public health within the 50 states. The average number of environmental health faculty was 17.5 and the range was 3-59. The average amount of external funds was $4.6 million and the range was $0.09-$13.0 million.
In Table 3 we list the five institutions that have both an NIEHS center and a school or program of public health and are therefore tabulated in both Tables 1 and 2 . The average number of environmental health faculty associated with these programs is 35 and the range is 12-59. With regard to funding of this group, the average amount of external funds received was $12.2 million, with a range of $5.5-$17.3 million.
Although we are a program in public health, not a school of public health, we have induded ourselves among the academic programs that have both a school of public health and an NIEHS center. We believe this is justified, as our program is fully accredited to award the M.P.H. degree by the Council on Education for Public Health and we have three doctoral degree programs in environmental health science. We are also well within the overall size range of schools of public health and above average in terms of number of environmental health science faculty and M.P.H. students who major in environmentl and occupational health. The one highly significant distinction in not being a school of Commentaries a Goldstein et al. The emphasis of research of this chair lies in the area of environment and human health. The incumbent will primarily develop and carry out programs investigating environmental factors influencing human health. These programs will integrate scientific, technological, and sociological data into the process of solving complex problems. Consequently, human exposure to chemical and biological stressors originating from anthropogenic influence on the air, water, and soil and their interactions with the biosphere is to be assessed.
Candidates should have a distinguished scientific record and experience in implementing scientific data, the ability to work transdisciplinarily, and the ability to cope with uncertainties in dealing with prevention. Teaching is expected at all levels within the department of environmental sciences, as well as in other departments.
Applicants should submit a detailed resume and a list of publications no later than 30 November 1998. The institute especially encourages female candidates to apply with a view towards increasing the proportion of female professors. 
